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Ak STRACT

The purposes of this handbook, designed as part of
the Right to Read Program in Hampton, Virginia, were to provide the
middle grade teacher with both a progressive reading skills
objectives list with a suggested management systen for using these
skills in classroom reading instruction and a list of activities
which can be used in teacher-directed or indiwvidual instructional
settings (e.g., skill centers, learning centers, or interest
centers). The major portion of the handbook contains suggested
activities keyed to the progressive skills listed sequentially as
social interaction, visual/motor control, listening to stories, oral
response to stimuli, auditory discrimination, response to pupil
dictated accounts, word analysis, writing, ccitical thinking, free
reading, inspectional reading, analytical reading, and syntopical
reading. (JH)
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» Preface
Developing Reading Skill Competence in Middle Grades

Under the spomsorship of the Right To Read Program, progressive
¢ 1jectives for developing compeiency in reading have been employed within
language arts classes. A needs .ssessment for each student participating
in this program was completed using a progressive reading skills objec-
taves listing. Once individual neede were assessed, a prescriptive pro-
gram was designed for each individual student. Prescriptfon was tailored
to meet the needs of each individual student by offering instruction and
practice in those reading skills in which the student displaycd serious
deficiency or weakness. A variety of i{ngtructional materials and suggeste
sctivities vere employed within this prograwm.

The purposes of this handbook are twofoid, The first purpose is to
provide the middle grade teacher with this progressive reading skill objec-
tives listing and to suggest & management system for employing this prugres~
sive reading skills development system in classroom reading instruction.

The second purpose of this handbook is to provide the middle grade tescher
with suggested activities which can be usad in teacher-directed instivuctionsl
settings or in individual instructional settings such as skill centers,
learning centers or interest centers.

This handbook outlines the developmental stages of the process in
learning to read across thirteen specific categories of instruction. Objec-
tives included within these thirteen categories are offered as pavameters
of competence that a learner must accomplish as he advances in reau’ng pro-
ficiency. The objectives within most categories are arrangad in a roaghl>
sequential order with each objective representing a prerequlsite for the
accomplishment of the next objective. Although & student advancing across
categories might not be expected to move from stage to stage with perfect
uniformity, it is felt that these objectives will serve as & ressonably
accurate mapping of pupil progress and a gsound basis for a developmental
reading skills program.



Introduction

The idea for a progressive objective handbook for reading skills
developuent originated with the preparxtion of a pamphlet entitled
Progressive Objectives of Developing Reading Competeénce by Edmund H.
Henderson and Thomas H. Estes of the McGuffey Reading Center, University
of Virginia. Taking these objectives as a base, the present handbook
is an expansion and revision which translates ob‘ectives into suggested
activities for the classroom teacher =f the middle grades through high
school. The work was accomplished 2« part of the Right To Read Program
at Thorpe Junior High School, Hsmpton City Schools, Hamptou, Virginia,
and is the result of the combined efforts of the contributuxs listed

below.

Thomas H. Estes Jo Anne Fama
Associate Professor Director, Right To Read
University of Virginia Hampton City Schools

Alice Hughley
Reading Specialist
Thorpe Junior High School

Julie P. Johnstone Martha Jo Stephens
Educational Consultant Language Arts Teacher

Charlottesville, Virginia Thorpe Junior High School




Glossary of Terms

Following is a glossary of terms which may be helpful in inter-

preting and using this handbook. In keeping with the structure cf ihe
suggested student profile sheat and the text of this handbook, terms

are divided into three major sections: (1) Categories of Instructionm,
(2) Developmental Stages, and {3) Skill Objectives.

1.

Categories of Instruction

A. Social Interaction

This category includes 8 sequence of behaviors leading to a
level of self-directodness and social cowmpetence required in the
heginning phases of learning to read.

B. Visual/Motor Control

This category includes the development of visual coordination
and the development of large and small muscle coordination.

C. Listening to Stories

This category includes the development of thinking/listening
skills required to appreciate an author's or story teller's intent
through the sense of hearing.
D. Oral Response to Stimul{i

This category includes a sequence of oral responses which reflect
the student's msturing ability to examine, experience and dictate
accounts. This category is thought to reflect an emerging verbal compe-

tence necessary for dealing with written language.

E. Response to Dictated Accounts

This category includes & sequence of responses thought to be fairly
typicai of <hildren who are forming those concepts about printed language
which are prerequigite for the development of & sight reading vocabulary.
These concepts include letter knowledge, left/right orientation and the
recognition of words as words in a body of pvint,

F. Auditory Discriminction

This category inclules a sequence ol responses reflecting the pupils
growing ability to focus attention discriminetely upon selected critical
elements of word structure.such &s beginning and firal consonant elements
and medial vowels.

G. Word Analysis

This category includes a sequence of responses which are thought
to reflect the pupil's deveioping ability to focus upon &ctual word
elements and to generate successively more adequate concepts of English



II.
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l
orthoxxtwhy. These concepts 1nc'l§§£ %%Xa&ﬁw ending consonxuts,
the woerd phonograus, patterns of inflectional changes and worphographenic
patterns.

H. Writing

This caregory includcs the development of production skills neces-
sary for cumposition smd implies the use of the linguistic properties
of the langiage. These properties include the phonological, morpho-
logfcal and syntactical propertiue of the language.

I. Critical Thinking
This category includes the thinking skills and discipline necessary
to react to the printed text and to vicarious cxperiences with the sanme

level of cognition that one would have in responss to real experiences.

J. Free Reading

This category includes the development of literary taste and appre-
ciation and the use of books as & source of experience, knowledge and
skill.

K. Inspectional Reading
This category includes the development of systematic survay tech-

niques for the purpose of discovering an suthor's main contentior in
order to determine how to deal with a particslar text or salaction.

L. Analytical Reading

This category inciudes the developing competencies necessarj for
the interpretation of and critical judgement about the quality and
wvorth of a book or a selection.

M., Syntop ical Reading

This category includes the developing competencies for gathering
definitive understanding of a topic through the exploration of mauy
words.

Develozmental Stages

A. Readiness Stige

The readiness stage includes the most basic physical, intellectual,
linguistic and social competencies prerequisite to extended development
within a given category of reading instructior.

B. Beginming Reading Stage

The beginning veading stage includes competencies typically attained
during that period when an initial sight reading vocabulary is being
acquired.



C. E1ementa:y_5;adig§ Stage

The elementary reading stage includes those certain bench-marks
of progress which lie betwecn the early, highly mediated reading
experiences and the time when the basic operations of reading and
writing are relatively automatic.

D. Mature Reading Stage

Competencies displayed at this stage ere roughly those competencies
which distinguish simple literacy from independent, scholarly readership.




II1I. Objectives

The progressive objectives of instruction listed on the
following pages are meunt as general indicators of the social,
physical and cognitive development with reference to reading
gkill. Objectives are listed under categories of instruction
and within developmental stages.
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Management System

In &n instructional program where individualization is to take
place, the key to success is good clasaroom management. The teacher must
plan teaching strategies and student activities according to individual
needs. The arrangement o? the classroom must reflect and coumpliment tnis
planning so that there is limited confusion on the part of the students
&ud on the part of the teacher as to the various learning activities
arranged about the clasaroom which are pertinent to individual student
needg. In order to eliminate bottlenecked confusion in the classroom
the teacher should provide for a smooth traffic pattern with activity
stations clearly marked.

The progressive reading skills development system is a diagnostic/
prescriptive system. Each student should be diagnosed according to those
skill objectives listed in this handbook. Formal and informal diagnostic
techniques are recommended in order to assess student skill strengths and
weaknesses. 1n order to monitor this progressive skill objectives syatem
for each student, & student reading profile is suggested. This suggested
student reading profile app+ars on the following page. The profile i3 in
the form of a chart in which the thirteen categories of instruction are
listed at the top. Following this listing, the categories are numbered
vertically while developmental stages are listed horizontally or the chart.
The avabic numerals within the body of the chart represent the skill objec-
tives. As students achieve objectives by categories and across develop-
mental stages, cclor-coded bars may be drawn to represent this progress.
By using color-coded bars, the profile may be used to record progress over
a period of time. A color key beneath the chart may be used to code diag-
nostic check points by color and date.
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Activities For the Progressive Skill Objectives

Within the following pages specific activitiss are keyed to most
of the progressive skil' objectives found listed in this handbook. An
attempt has been made to develop activities that would be compatible teo
the maturity level for the middle grade student. Pleage note that there
are several skill objectives at the readiness level for which there sre
no asctivities listed.

In these cases, the assumption has baen that virtually all middle
grade students would have attained these objectives. Where this is not
the case, the classroom teacher must deviee activities appropriate to
the situation.
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I. Social Interaction

A. Readiness

1.
2,

3.

Knows name

Interacts in ringle words with teacher

I'ollows simple directions when toid directly by teacher

8.

Co

Students should be given increasing responsibility for
maintenence of classroom organization and operation.
Those who have difficulty with simple directicn should be
given simple (though perhaps important) responsibility
and reminded of their tasks by the teacher when necessary.

Have posted in the classroom & Student Pesponsibilities
Chart. Each week change the duties required so that

di f{erent students are given an opportunity to engage in
responsible trsks. Some suggested the responsibilities
are (1) trash collectior, (2) dusting erasers, (3) dusting
rchalkboard, (4) strajgtaning desks, etc.

At the introduction to a lesson in which a reading selection

is to be read by the whole class or a small group have students
follow simple directions in order to find the selection in
their texts. S5g. "Look at the Table of Contents. Can you

find a selection that will be about dinosaurs? On what page

is this selection?

works alone at tasks for short period.

8.

b.

Various ''yames" such as word puzzles can be lrcated in an
interest center where students may go when they complete
an assigned task.

Locete an interest center in the roocm where students can engage
in short project activities such as making a book jacket,

mc ding an object out of clay, constructing a puppet, etc.

for given periods of time.

Magazines, booke, and newspspers may be distributed in the
room Sfor individual student use when time permits.

Follows most basic class directicns and routines explicitly
taught.

a.

Provide a daily time schedule in a set place on the chalk-
board so that all students are aware of expected activities
at all times.

For exsmple:

(example continued next page)
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SROUP I GROUP I GROUP IIt

10 - 10:20

10:20~ 19:40

10:4GC ~ 11:00

b. Give students opportunities to follow specific directions
in the total class setting which are preparatoxry to the
beginning of a lesscn.

For exgmple: "Put everything away. . . Take out your
Math Book, & plec2 of paper and a pencil . . . ! liave

nothing else on your desk: . . .

¢. Establish a routine for each center in the class (such as the
class library) and provide a chart of directious for this
at the center.

3eginning Readiug

1.

Interacts appropriately with peers in small work/play groups

a. Provide "games" for students such as "Lotto'", word bingo,
math games, simulation games, etc, which reguire social
intersction in a relatively instructured climate.

b. Have students work on classroom projects in small groups.
Choore students who can work well togetiier.

¢. Compose gioups so as to include both talkative and quiet
students in preparation of panel discussions, decisions
about classroom activities, dramatizations, etc.

Interacts verbally with teacher and peers in group and class
tasks

a. Sharing Activities

Give students wany opportunities to share experiences with
other members of the class.

b. Encourage class discussions about topics under study. Be
sure to maiatain an atmosphere of tolerance and respect
for the opinions of all students within the classroom.

c. In the conduct of directed reading activities, force the
vocal students to wait for responses of their quieter

peers, thus eliminating domination by small subgroups
in a particular setting.
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3. Follows plan for seat work and skill station tasks.

ae

b.

Establish student leaders who may act as resource persons
for various learning and interest centers.

Provide specific written directions for all seat work to
which the student may refer independently.

Provide the student with specific directions for various
skiill activities which are to be located at skill stations
about the classroom.

C. Elementary Reading

1. Initiates and evaluates activities

At beginning stages of independence development, provide
students with choices of sequence in which prescribed
activities may be completed.

The student should be given the opportunity to check
cerpleted exercises from structured material sources.

The student should be given the opportunity to evaluate
the quality of his work and the impertance of the activities
in which he engages.
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II. Visual/Motor Comntrol
Ob jectives and Suggested Activities
A. Readiness

1. Models crude objects in cley, scribble paints, "messes"
with finger paints.

2. Makes large circles and lines with chalk or paintbrush
and water.

3. Cu.s crude forms from paper and pastes on field.
4. Cuts fairly well differentiated forms.

a. Student is provided with paste, paper, and scissors., He
1s directed to cut out and paste on & sheet such things
found around a home as a person, a dog, and a tree.

b. Students are provided with paper and scissors. They are
directed to cut in large shapes 2 objects in the classroom.
These can be displayed on a board or suspended from the
ceiling.

c. Students are provided with paper, paste and scissors and are
directed to make a collage about their favorite sport, game,
or pasttime.

5, Completes simplest pattern copying.

a, Students use pegboard to copy patterns drawn on paper
(see {llustration)

b. Studen s assemble 3 or 4 part jigsaw puzzles by comparing
the parts to a picture of assembled jigsaw (see illustration)

¢. Students model clay objects, draw or paint figures resem-
bling real life objects drawn in gsimple form on paper or in
clay (see illustration)
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6. Draws pictures and writes some letters crudely.
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7. Makes cut-and-paste montage by single category.

8. Students make & collection of pictures of animals by
pasting them on a sheet or connected sheets of paper.

b. Students make u collection of pictures of objects that
are round (ball, dish, pan, light bulb) or square (book,
table, paper, box, house)

¢. Students make & collection of people who are happy. These
can be mounted on & sheet or sheets of paper or used a3 a
subject of a bulletin board.
8. Completes successfully more complex pattern copying tasks.

2. Students work elementary jigsaw puzzles.

b. Students copy designz from the chalk board or a worksheet
on to their own paper.

A 2 N

c¢. Students string yarn on to a nailboard to copy a pattern
drawing. The yarn may be more than one color.

AN

A nailboard is 3/8" to 1/2" thick, 10" x 10" board with 16
nails extended from it. Yarn can then be wrapped around
the nail heads. ULesigns are drawn on cards in colors to
match gtrands of yarn.

B. Beginning Reading

1. Learns successfully to print letters of the alphabet--upper
and lower case.

a. Students are given raised-surface cards for finger tracing
the letters of tha alphabet. They are asked to trace the
letters on a sheet of paper with a finger and finally with

a pencil.

b. Students are given a worksheet page with one or two letters
cn the page. They are asked to fill each page or half
page with the letter(s).

c. Students print the letter Jfztated in an oral exercise.

Write an upper case a. wWrite a lower case d.




32

I1I. Listening to Stories

A, Readiness
1. Attends when read to alone

a. Provide opportunity for able readers to read tc lese able
readers.

b. Use older pupils from other classes to read to younger pupils.
¢. Use volunteer parents or aides as readers for individuals.
2. Attends in small group at dramatic moments

Use activities listed for previous objective modified for
small group settings.

3. Follows & simple story theme

a, The student chooses the correct story theme when given three
oral choices to the question: Is this story about: (a), (b),
or (c)?

b. Teacher writes story title on chalk board. Student is asked
to explain what the title means. Student is then asked to
tell what the main idea of the story is.

c. Write &4 sentences on the board. Read them and let the stu-
dents comment on what each means. Then read & short story
and ask which sentence tells about the story.

4, Attends to reading of familiar story

a. Students act out parts of familiar stories as story is read.

b. An adaptation of charades can be used to get students to
recognize stories in dramatized settings.

c. Have students arrange pictures of story events in proper
sequence.

5. Listenc to records oif familiar stories

a. Students draw pictures of events in stages as they listen
to recordings.

b. Students retell stories in own words following listening
activity.

c. Listens to stories such as Pete¢r and the Wolf and identifies
mugical instruments to happenings in recording.
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B. Beginning Reading
1. Anticipates outcomes and requests favorites

a, Familiar books can be made available from which students
can pick thoge they wish to hear read.

b. Teacher or reader stops near end of familiar story and
student tells ending in own words.

c. Teacher selects a familiar or an unfamiliar story and
tells class that they are going to hear a story but they
will have to help. Teacher stops at predetermined places
and students predict what will happen next. A good possi-
bility is '"The Three Little Pigs" or other story with
repeating parts,

2. Selects and listens to varied story records

a. Teacher brings to group 3 records. Ghow cover and take
a class vote on which record will be heard today, tomor-
sou, etc. Ask students why that record 1s their choice.

b, Disply; vceoosds ta a rack in the room. Let a student select
snd Tister to ¢ rvocord using esr phones.

c. Tuke strudeuis to library to listen to records.
¢ . Flewentary heading
1. Follows serial readings of longer stories.

a. Students wi'ie a sentence or sentences daily following the
reading of a purt of 5 book. The sentence or sentences
describe what developments in the story took place that day.
Students re.ead #11 senterces at the end of the book.

b. Students discucs daily following a part of a serial reading
what they think wili happen next. A "sentence" log (1-2
seutences deliy, can be kept ve help students remember their
predict Lsng,

¢. At the bLegioiing of the week the teacher writes in advance
on tag board summary sentences covering each day's portion
of a seriai reading. At close of reading each day, students
gelect one seantence that describes that day's reading.
(These selections are hung on a wall or bulletin board.)

2. Attends to and discriminates among selections of varied theme and
style.

a. The teacner pJoesents arcries ol various theme and style
providing srudents many oppurtunities for discriminating
among wany :themes and styles.




b.
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The students are provided with an opportunity to catalogue

various stories they have heard in a card catalogue according
to theme and style.

Have students listen to the titles of many stories. As they
hear each title have them choose those titles which center
around a particular theme or style which you have previocusly
designated.
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IV. Oral Response to Stimuli

Objectives and Suggested Activities

A. Readiness

1.

2,

Observes concrete stimulus activity.
Names elements of stimulus &ctivity on request of teacher.

a. The teacher and a group of students interacts with one
another to precisely name the parts of an interesting
object; for example, a model of the internal combustion
engine.

b. Pupils are asked to list as many things as they can think
of which they see as they observe their enviromment--the
room, out the window, the trip to school, etc. (May be
set in a game-like atmosphere.)

¢. Record various sounds which dencte different moods. Have
students listen to these sounds and describe the feelings
which these various sounds promote.

Imitates teacher sentences.

Attends to stimulus activity and volunteers comments.

a. The teacher maintains an atmosphere in which student opiniom

is respected regardless of which student initiates the re-
sponse.

b. Given an interesting stimulus, students are asked to say
what concerning the stimulus strikes them first.
(Eg. An ostentatious article of clothing.)

c. Ask students to pay attention to the food prepared in the
cafeteria. What strikes their fancy? What looks good?
What smells g